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BEXLEY BOROUGH NEIGHBOUHOOD WATCH
AGM
Thank you to all those who attended our AGM on the
evening of Tuesday 4th June, with over 90 in
attendance.
Claire Tack Secretary, Inspector Hebdon,
Dana Wiffen Chairman, Grant Murrell, Deputy Chairman

Rita Ratcliffe receiving the Violaine Therond Award
from Inspector Kevin Hebdon

It was an interesting and informative evening with plenty
of praise offered to all NW members from all our
speakers that included Inspector Kevin Hebdon, John
Hayward-Cripps, CEO of National NW and Met Police
PC Tom Lee from Operation Falcon who gave a very
eye-opening talk on cyber fraud.
For those of you that could not attend, one of the main
points made by Inspector Hebdon was that with fewer
police officers and increased burglary figures (up by
15%), the increased support of NW Coordinators
information sent to ward teams was up from 2,000+ in
2017/18 to well over 4,000 in 2018/19.
With this increase and a wider use of CCTV footage,
there have been many more arrest warrants issued,
which has meant more arrests and prosecutions. Much
appreciated by all concerned.

LATEST MEMBERSHIP STATS

Homes covered
Streets covered
Coordinators
Live watches
HoundWatch
ShopWatch
PlotWatch
FaithWatch

= 48,513
= 897
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=
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Claire Tack, Inspector Hebdon, Dana Wiffen,
Grant Murrell, John Hayward-Cripps and PC Tom Lee

Plas Meddyg Surgery PPG Event - United Reform
Church, Bexley
This was the second annual open evening for the patients of Plas Meddyg Surgery held on
Thursday 16th May at The United Reformed Church, Bexley Village.
Present were 14 different organisations including Julie Powell from Trading Standards, Claire
Tack Neighbourhood Watch and local PCSOs who came to support this group as invited by
BBNWA Coordinator Saby Gosh.
About 100 people came on the evening including doctors, nurses and others from the
surgery.
Everybody present seemed to have enjoyed the get together, doubling the numbers of
attendees from last year which was probably due to the promoting done via BBNWA’s
weekly report.

WARNING FROM SIDCUP SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM
IF YOU RECEIVE A CALL FROM A DC MARTIN RONSON FROM BEXLEYHEATH POLICE STATION, THIS IS A SCAM. PLEASE DO NOT GIVE
ANY BANK DETAILS, OR TAKE ANY PHONE CALLS FROM ANYONE DISCUSSING YOUR BANK DETAILS. DO NOT ENTERTAIN ANYONE
CLAIMING TO BE A POLICE OFFICER WHO IS MAKING ENQUIRIES ABOUT YOUR ACCOUNT/BANK CARDS. POLICE WILL NOT CONTACT YOU
ASKING YOU FOR YOUR BANK DETAILS OR MAKE ENQUIRIES ABOUT YOUR ACCOUNT/MONEY.
IF YOU SUSPECT A PROBLEM, HANG UP AND VISIT YOUR BANK TO SPEAK TO STAFF DIRECTLY. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES DO YOU
GIVE YOUR BANK DETAILS TO STRANGERS ON THE PHONE, VIA EMAIL, VIA POST etc.
PLEASE SPEAK TO ANY RELATIVES WHO POTENTIALLY COULD FALL FOUL TO THIS CRIME AND MAKE THEM AWARE. SPEAK TO
NEIGHBOURS TOO AND IF YOU FEEL YOU WOULD BENEFIT FROM OUR SCAM BOOK, PLEASE CONTACT OUR OFFICE OR YOUR LOCAL
SAFER NEIGHBOURHOOD TEAM.
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Drivers Targeted with Fake Fines

What you need to know
Action Fraud have received an increase in reports and intelligence where elderly victims are being targeted by individuals purporting
to be police officers or traffic wardens. The victims are being approached whilst parked in a car park and are told by the suspect that
they have parked illegally or broken a speed limit and a photo has been taken of their car for ‘evidence’.
Victims are advised that they will face a substantial penalty fine unless they pay a smaller upfront fee immediately. Victims, who opt
for paying the smaller penalty, will be directed to a parking meter and asked to enter their card and PIN. These parking meters have
been tampered with by the suspect in order to retain the card.
Once the victim inserts their card and are asked for their PIN, the victims are shoulder surfed for their PIN by the suspect. Once
victims input their PIN, the card is retained by the machine and victims are told by the suspect to seek help from the company who
operates the parking meter or their bank.
What you need to do
• If you are suspicious about the authenticity of the fine, do not pay it until you have verified it with your local council.
• Always shield your PIN from view when using an ATM machine, and never share your PIN with anyone.
• If your bank card is retained by an ATM machine, contact your bank immediately to inform them.

Contact Us
Reporting fraud and cyber crime by phone
You can report fraud by speaking directly to our specialist fraud advisers by phoning 0300 123 2040.
They will also be able to give you help and advice about fraud.
We're able to take your call from:
Monday - Friday 8am to 8pm
Saturday - Closed
Sunday – Closed
Textphone users can dial 0300 123 2050
If you wish to make a report but want to remain anonymous then you will need to call the Action Fraud contact centre on 0300 123 2040. Note that we cannot
offer anonymity if you use the online fraud reporting tool.
You can only call 0300 123 2040 from within the UK. If you wish to report a fraud about the UK from abroad, please use the online fraud reporting tool or
call +44 (0)161 234 9230.
Online advisor - live chat
This service is available Monday to Friday between 9am to 6pm. When using web chat you are speaking live to one of our advisors in the contact centre.
Calling overseas
If you are calling from abroad please call +44 161 234 9230
Complaints
You can make a complaint by letter or email. Please direct your complaint to:
City of London Police 21 New Street, London, EC2M 4TP
Email: contact@actionfraud.police.uk
For press enquiries:
If you are a journalist please contact us on 020 7601 2220. Please DO NOT report fraud to this phone number. The information will not be recorded. Instead,
please report fraud here.
Important: When you send an e-mail you are doing so over the open internet, which we cannot guarantee the security of. Therefore, please do not send
personal information, such as your address or bank account details, when emailing us.
Other languages
If you don’t speak English, or if English is not your first language, we run a service for you to make your fraud report in your language.
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CRAYFORD WATERSIDE FUN DAY
SATURDAY 15TH JUNE 2019

PCSO Joyce Barlow, Stewart Bartle, Bexley Mayor,
Geraldine Lucia-Hennis,
John Whelan, Andrew Davis

This was attended by Committee
Members Andrew Davis and Stewart
Bartle and coordinator John Whelan.
The day was bright and sunny.
There were many enquiries made
and a host of visitors who took
leaflets with them. The scam
booklets were particularly popular.
We were visited by the Bexley Mayor
and her husband and the local PCSOs
were in attendance. All in all, a very
productive and pleasant day.

Welling United Funday on
Saturday 11 May 2019

* Julie Morrison, NW Chairman Dana Wiffen,
PCSO Gary Marsden, * Steve Homer,
* Mr & Mrs Chas Roberts
* NW Street Coordinators

ALCOCK & BROWN EVENT
HALL PLACE - SUNDAY 21ST JULY 2019
WHAT a day that was! The weather was good and the event very well attended. Claire
Tack and I manned our stall with a good view across the river Cray to Hall Place and the
ability to go and watch the plastic duck race on the river.
We had an endless stream of visitors in the first half of the day which did quieten down
around lunch time, where obviously food was more important. Fortunately, we both
brought packed lunches so we did not go without either.
Bexley Mayor Cllr Geraldene Lucia–Hennis, accompanied by her husband and Cllr James
Hunt, paid us a visit and Claire took an excellent picture of them.
In the afternoon as the numbers visiting our stall increased we were joined by our Vice
Chair Grant Murrell which gave us each an opportunity to go walkabout and see the
Dartford fire engine and the replica French aircraft. Regrettably it does not fly but it did
show how fragile the WW1 aircraft were. Even one of the team who maintain the aircraft
said that even if it could fly there was no way he would go up in it. How brave were those
men of the Royal Flying Corp.
We were able to recruit new HoundWatch members and some potential new
coordinators. Our colouring table for the children as usual proved a great pull for both
children and parents. A useful and enjoyable day for us all. DAVE POTTER.
Cllr James Hunt, Dave Potter,
Bexley Mayor, Geraldine Lucia-Hennis
and her husband.

Dave Potter, Committee Member

Facebook
Neighbourhood Watch have partnered with
Friends Against Scams to help take a stand
against scams and raise awareness of these
devastating crimes against the people in our
communities.
Would you know how to spot a victim of
scams? Take the 20 minute training session
now at
www.FriendsAgainstScams.org.uk/elearning/
NeighbourhoodWatch and help to protect
those who need our help.
Twitter
Neighbourhood Watch have partnered with
Friends Against Scams to help raise
awareness of scams throughout the
@N_Watch network. Help to protect our
communities today and complete the 20
minute online training session.
www.FriendsAgainstScams.org.uk/elearning/
NeighbourhoodWatch
#ScamAware

NEW EDITOR FOR NHW NEWSLETTER
Our current Editor Pam Bartle has
decided to step down after 5 years of
editing the Newsletter and designing
various leaflets for us. Her role will be
taken over by Steve James, coordinator
and member of our volunteer team.
We would like to say thank you to Pam
for all her hard work in developing the
Newsletter over the past years to what it
is today, her efforts have been much
appreciated.
We look forward to working with Steve
and keeping our flagship Newsletter
going further forward.
Dana Wiffen
NW Chairman
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Free eco festival coming to Lesnes Abbey in September
Lesnes Abbey will host a free festival in September, as part of moves to make a difference to local communities and the environment.
The festival will be held at the historic site from 11am to 3pm on Saturday 28 September and is being organised by the Council, in partnership with Cory Riverside Energy
and Peabody.
On the day visitors can enjoy fun family activities, live music and a wide range of stalls. Some will be selling eco-friendly items, while others will have information about
local wellbeing community groups and volunteering opportunities.
The festival will also become a validated ‘Learning destination’ for the day through Bexley’s Children’s University programme. Children taking part in the free learning
programme will be able to get their ‘passport’ stamped at the festival for taking part in different activities. (See below *)
Residents can pick up plenty of freebies on the day, as well as meet special guest Bin Bot - a 15’ 6” tall robot made from wheelie bins.
Councillor Peter Craske, Bexley’s Cabinet Member for Places said: “This festival is the first of its kind in Bexley. Adults and children alike can learn interesting facts about
the environment and the importance of looking after it. They can find about the importance of recycling, making more economical choices, as well as looking out for one
another through community activities and volunteering.
“Places are limited, so make sure that you sign up for the event in advance. As a special reward, you’ll be entered into a prize draw for your chance to win a free eco
hamper!”
Cory Riverside Energy, one of the UK’s leading resource management, recycling, and energy recovery companies, has kindly agreed to provide funding towards the cost of
the event.
Toby Warren, Cory Riverside Energy’s HR Director said: “We are delighted to be able to support this event, which we are sure will not only be a really fun day but help
raise awareness about the key environmental issues that we face and what steps we can take to help the environment.”
Peabody, which owns and manages more than 5,000 homes in Bexley, is also helping to fund the event.
Desiree Shepherd, Public Realm and Landscape Manager at Peabody said: “Thamesmead has some fantastic public spaces and it’s important that we all learn how take
care of them so they can be enjoyed for years and years to come.
This festival is a great way for the whole community to come together to learn about being environmentally responsible through fun, interactive activities It’s a great
family day out and we look forward to seeing you there!” (See below **)
To register for free tickets and to find out more visit bexleyecofestival.eventbrite.co.uk
*The Children’s University
The Children’s University is an award programme that encourages children aged five to 14 to get involved in lots of exciting activities and experiences in Bexley. Children
receive their own Passport to Learning and gain a stamp for every hour of activity completed at a validated Learning Destination, as they work towards their Children’s
University Award, Certificate, Diploma, Degree and eventually Fellowship. For more information visit www.lsec.ac.uk/childrens-university
** Peabody
Peabody, London’s oldest and largest housing association, is leading the regeneration of Thamesmead to realise its potential as London’s New Town.
With five lakes, 4.3 miles of waterways, two nature reserves and an abundance of green open space– a total of 370 Acres, more than double the average amount of green
space per person in London. Thamesmead has the potential to create opportunities for recreation, biodiversity and connectivity – placing the area’s green spaces;
waterways and lakes at the heart of everyday life.
As part of this ambitious plan, Peabody has invested £12.5 million to enhance green open spaces like the Lesnes to Crossness path. Now completed, the path connects
Southmere Square with Alsike Road, providing a scenic route to the nearby Lesnes Abbey.

SHOULDER OF MUTTON
GREEN FUN DAY
22 JUNE 2019

ASIAN GOLD MEETING –
SATURDAY 16TH JUNE 2019
DANSON YOUTH CENTRE

From Left to Right -Steve Homer,
Amrik Seehra,
MP James Brokenshire, Dave Potter
PCSO Harry Nemdharry, Sgt Robson,
Grant Murrell, PC Jason Slack & PCSO Cathy Nolan

NEPALESE EVENT - SATURDAY 8TH JUNE 2019
NW Chairman Dana Wiffen attended this colourful event
and was made most welcome. He spent 1½ hours there
and gave a short talk about NW, leaving them a lot of
literature for them to look through with a view to
returning at a later date for recruitment.

